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nd Or:ſmnrch a many of theſe People 
Ay have takenin hand to [et forth 
-largedeclarations of theſe thing s 
which are moſt ſurely believed 
among them,(even as theyhave 
received them from-the Lord) it ſeemed good 
to me alſo ( having had perfetÞ knowledge of 
the things her ein contained ) to publiſh rhem 
to the view of many people, accordingly as they 
were laid before me in the light of trath, that 
. all ſuch as are inquiſitive to underftand the 
certainty of thoſe things which are uſually re> 
| ported of theſe People, might be further infor- 
med, ſatisfied, and reſclved. 
 Alreover Reader if certain ſtrange things 
have bren brought to thy ers concerning theſe 
People, and that thou art Aeſirous to know the 
truth of them, as the Athenians were to know 
what Paul's new Dotrine meaned , then this 
ſmall Borke 1s very ſuitable fer thee , and if 
thou looke it over with patience , mederation, 
(na ſobriety, I jhall accomnt thee more noble 
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in that particular then;they that ſhould vejeb 
it, and acconyt. it net worthy. of reading, ; 
as they have none; others of the wricings of 
the e People, who Bave written mo” excellent 
things according to the wiſdom given unti 
them ,in which writings there are many things 
hard to be underſiood , which ev | men terms 
error and blaſphemy ; but be thou wiſe unu 
that which # goed,and ſimple concerning evil. 


[1], 
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y Moderate Enquirer 
TRESOLVED. 


Enquirer, 


Hear great rumors and reports 
of a Peeple cadled < wakers, 
. which ſhould be riſen up in theſe 
laſt dayes ; | Canf thou tell me 
what a People they are ? When 
_ aroſe? By whom they were raiſea? And to 
what end? 

Reſolver, T do believe thee, that great 
Rumors and Reports thou heareſt of chern, 
E | butknow this , that the generalityof the 

Reports which are reported of them, are 
mixed with untruths; Therefore have pati- 7 
ence alittle, and by the Lcrds aſhitancel 


ſhall endeavour righity co inform” thee, & 
(fo Far as Tam allowed of God") ſha' Tatfo 
ſeek fully to reſolyethee toncernitg them; 
dur thy firſt demand cannot in a few 
words be anſwered; bnc afterwards it may 
more fally , yer'in a word or wo I fay, 
+ WH They are a People that fears God above 
1 all che Families'of the Earch, and- that do 
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worſhip him in OL vvay,viz.in ſpirit 
and in truth, they :do alſo love God aboye ! 
all, and their neighbour as themſelves,” e. 

They were raiſed up ( from death to life) 
abour eight or nine years ago , and ſince 
the year (52) they. have much multiplied 
and encreaſed, forthe bleſſing of the Lord 
hath been (and to this day doth reſt)upon 
chem, and by lym (who cauſeth them to# 

- multiply) were they raiſcd up, for this ve- 
ry end and purpoſe,to praiſe and magnifie 
his Name in the earth ( who 'is Cod over 

_ all, bleſſed for ever) 8& to publiſh his living 
Truth abroad, that his ſalvation might be 
known unto the ends of the earth, &there- 
fore hath he manifeſted his ecernal power 

— in them,by whico the world ſhall be over- 
_ FR ———_ INE 
Enq.T hox./peakeFt ſtrange things o thi, 
whichif I knew that thou ſpake the t1ath, 1 
would beceme cne of them, for unto ſuch a pec- 
ple 1 defire tobe united. 
Ref. Thou novy ſeemeſt to vvonder, but 
_ if _athird partof the dealings of the Lord 
vvith them, yvere declared in thy hearing, 
then thou vvoulſt-ſtand aſtoniſhed to hear 
vvhat the Lord hath dore for them , but 
peradyenture thou art one of them that 
cannot believe it though men ſhould de: 
clareit unto thee; and vvhereas thou ay 
| | 
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If thou knew that I ſpoke the truth, thou 
wouldſt become one of them, foriunto ſuch 
a people thou deſireſt to beunited, &r, 


. But conſider, it is not an eaſie matter to be- 


come one of them in truth, & to be uniced 
to them in the ſpirir, yer it is an caſie mat- 
ter to come among them, and to conform 


| unto them; but betore thou become one of 


them, & united to them, thou muſt be tur- 
ned from darkneſs tolight, from the power 
of Satan unco God,and then thou wilt be- 
comeas they are,and where they are, thou 
wilt be alſo, & then thou wilt come to re- 
ceive the deſire of thy ſoul, as they have 
done: r | 

Enq. T 64 thy ſelf Lover A good repert of 


them, ut Thear othermije al roadin the world, 


where one ſpeaks well of chem, there i a hun- 
ared that cryes ont a:ainſt them and the:r ex- 
rors, aud bliſphemies, and a«mnabte doctrines. 

Ref. My teſtimony is crue which I give 
of them,for I am ore that hath perfect un- 
derſcanding of the dealings of the Lord 
with them, and am very frequent amorg 
them, and far be it from me to ex:iend be- 
yord thetruth in any part:icular,or io fall 


trom my teſtimony, which | could ea} with «*# 
ny bluod Cf hereunto called.) And whac 
if. chou hezr thouſands in the wortd con- 
trouing of them, exclaiming out againf 
them 
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thern , FRY "1H fit'to live apon 
rhe: earch; this- may the more confirm Yp 
thee chat they are of -God;for if they were - 
of- the world, the world would ſove:them, 
and if they ſpake of: rhe world, the world - 
would hear thear; but becauſe che Lord. 
hath choſen them:out of the world, there- Ypo 
fofe-doth ic hare them, and cry onragainſt Wmc 
their do&rines and opinions, and doth ſup- Wt 
poſe them to be erronious, blaſphemous;& chi 
darmnable; but their cenfuring 8& ſuppoſing | the 
of them to be ſo, doth not make chem ſo, I pe 
for the Jews ſuppoſed Chriſt to be a blaſ- Þ thi 
'phemer, but he was not, the ſame genera- © fal 
tion ſuppoſed the Apoſtles to be movyersof I tr 
ſedition, & peſtilent fellows, but they were 
not; and at that time they were by more | lin 
condemned then owned, as many exam- | thi 
ples might be produced, but I believe thou | th: 
j thy ſelf art not ignorant of this. qu 
b--  Enq. No, wo, but Tonely tell thee what || wh 
i hear of this People, I my ſelf do not ſay that | & 
they are ſuch, but I would gladls be informed | liv 
cf the truth of the things reported of them, || th 
for it #5 a good ſign to we that all men ſpeak t- 
vilof them, it us ſo much the mare gpparent' Nt 
that they are of God, for his people was always || 
hatedef the world. © : hb 
Reſ.This is but words ſpringing forth of 
heir perſecutors, and back-biters will _ 
| - wy 


Way the ſame to their face, when they are 
preſent to anſwer for chemſelves, and for 
Mthe/Fruth: Bur'tell me, conldſt thon with 
BMcſer, rather ſnffer affliction. with ſuch a 
Ypcople,(to wit)Impriſonment, ſpoiling of 
thy Goods, laſs of thy good name and re- 
Fpocacion.,-and be bitten; with che. Priefts 
' Wmouths; to be deprived of thy liberty & e- 
ſtate, & to be ſeperared from thy wife and 
children;-kindreds and relations, . wouldſt 
thou ſuffer:this for the truth's ſake.as theſe 
ff pcople are ready 'to do when they are 
thereanto called > Would not this croſs 
Ball on thee heavy, this way prove to thee 
Rrait,and this gate narrow? Wouldſt thou 
not rather chuſe to enjoy the pleaſures of 
fn, the delights and vanities of the world, 
the pleaſures and renown thereof, & while 
that thou liveſt in the ſame, thou maiſt en- 
quire after the certainty of the reports. 
which are reported of thoſe that are re- 
deemed from thoſe things in which thou 
live}, and confeſs the truth of chat wh jch 
they poſſeſs, and thou thy ſelf be ont of it. 
Enq. That s true ; but I hipe we need nt. 
be ſo ſevere and flirift,& ſomil'ul as to leavs 
thr wives, and children, and callings; for deft 
th 2 vor know , that he that doth wot provide 
ji his Family, # worſe then an Infidel? _ 
Ref. Thou canſt not be roo ſtrict and 
| - . ſevere. 
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. vinSthe Lord in thy place& calling where 


 Jew.and Gentile. 


6 
fevere in godlineſs . bal thou waiſt be too 
wilful; peeviſh, and perverſe in wickedneſs, 
& roo faithleſs in truſting God to provide 
tor thoſe that he hath given thee,& in that 
particular thou maiſt be as an Infidel thy 
ſelf, or as one of the Gentiles which ſeek 
eth-after things pertaining to this life. ſay: 
ing. What ſhall weeat? or what ſhall we 
drink? or wherewithall ſhall we be cloath 
ed? bur by taking of thought, they cannot} 
add one cubit unto their ſtature : Nowif 
trhon-come to the light wherewith Jeſus 
Chriſt hath enlighrned thee, it will bring} 
thee to the faith of Gods ele, by which 
the. uſt doth live,and then thou wilt come 
ro provide things honeſt in the fight of all 
men, & to bediligent in the creation, fer- 
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in thou arc to abide, and nor voluntarily , 
toleavEthy wite & children without prof. , 
viding for thy Family that which is honeſt} , 
decenc, 2nd fitting,otherwiſe thou wilt beſ} 4 
condemned by the lightin thy conſcience] ,, 
which is a (wife witneſs 8gainſt all wiliul x 
neſs, peeviſhneſs, and perverſneſs, bott inf , 
Erq.IWVel, theſe thirf s doth pertain te onts D 


ewn pariiclar, ( t hich indeed are 0004 inf 


| ; tr 

themje'ves) but { wonta be further informed |, 
Loncerns, 8 theſe pecple (called quaters)inge} 7 
-_ REV 5 eb 


il veral: Lwonld have thee tr ll me how they came 
J to have that name, and woo gave it them ? © 


9 
ſ 


Ref. To ſpeak of chings which concerns 


{ ones OWN particular, 's commonly,the moſt 


beneficial; bur ir is the property of fools to 
be buſte i in other mens matters, but let us 


come to thy queſtion , how they. came to 
have that name, the which I intend to de- 
clare unto thee if. the Lord will. 


After that the Lord had viſited them in 
his everlaſting love, and convinced them 
of his erernalcruth , then did he manifeſt 


| bis ecernal power in them , which made 


the ftrong man to bow himſelf , and the 
keepers of the houſe to tremble; by the 
operation of which power the bodies of 
ſome of theſe people canie to be ſhaken, 
(like as David's was) and this being appze 
rent unto many ſpeRators, who delpiſed 


and wondred at che workings of the pow- 


erof the Lord; theſe deſpiſers and wons 
derers, (who werealſo ſcorners) did from 


-hence give theſe people this Name, ſa thac 


thou may take notice, that it was the HC. 


 neration of ſcorners that oave them it. 


Enq. Now / underſtand it, but then hints 
David, a though he had been a quaker , '115 
trae , ſearfu lneſs & trembling came u: on bian. 
but was there. any other of the het men of 
God that quaked? it ſo, why then ao the people 
thiek it ſoſſrange now? Ref. 


p81 ' 
Ref. The work of the Lord was eve 1 
ſtrange to che world, for when David qu” 
ked, trembled, and roared, all they thay. 
ſaw him , laughthim to ſcorn, ſo that h aq 
was 2 reproach of men, nd deſpiſed of thi; | 
people, and his words do the ſcoffcrs anf 
ſcorners 0: this generacion read and ſingſ;.; 
and repr 1achech and deſpiſech chem tha, 
tremble & quake at the Word ot the Lord. 
as he did. There were other of che hoj * 
men of Cod chat were quakers;as for ex wv 
ample. Mes he was one chat did fear ani G 
quake; and rhe Prophet Haba kwk, his lipy.;. 
quivered, his belly ſhook, and rottennel$, 
entred into his bones, and chat was ſtrangg, 
to the men of his generation, like as Daſj, 
vid's quakings and roarings was ſtrangg/. 
' and wonderful in his dayes , and ſeveral, 
more exampies might be inflanced , bytz; 
which the ignorance of this generatio! 
might more fully be underſtood and may; 
nifeſted. Some of which hath not heent 
fraid co call che power of God(which hatiy 
made the/: people to quake and tremble 
Wicchcraft, and to ſay that it was of che 
Devil; buc chey were ſuch as ſpoke evil off 
Digniries, and diderre, not knowing the 
Scripture, ( which ſpeakech of quakers 
nor the power of God, which cauteth che 
fleſhly man to quake, and che keepers . | 
| <4 
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9 | _ 
{he bovuſe to tremble, che which theſe peo- 
Vie do witneſ®? il 

\ t Enq. Sat as towehing their Wor ſhip, or the 
manzer of 5t, what 1 it? Read they: ſing they, 
Wor pray they in ther IMcetings ! Or deny they 

ſnging and braying, as t reported of them? 
Ref. Their manner 'of Worſhip doth 
differ very much from the world. and they 
""Fthac are of the world can neither cake plea- 
"ure nor delight in it; for when chey come 
'"Ntogether, they wait upon the Lord ir his 
Fight, it may be ſometimes two. or. three 
Fours. in.hlence, and ſometime it hapnerh 
Fthat in Jefs. ſpace-then one hour-ſore of 
them may be moved eo ſpeak more'on leſs 
Jiorhe edifying of thereſt in the moſt ha- 
"Jy Faith; bur their. Worſhip confiſterkinac 
">Jig words. butin ſpiritand in truth; andin 
the light of cruth'chey read cheir own com 
. Jdicions. which light doch: open unto.#hem 
'0Jthe miſteries of che kingdom. And fon ling- 
ing and praying,. they do them boti-wich 
the ſpirir, and with underitanding, but: che 
formal ſinging and praying of the world, 
which is not.in the ſpirir, nor with under- 
Fſanding, this they dodeny , for they ſee 
that God is not honored, by it ; and that 
J hich aiſhonorerk God, they ditown; but 
that which honoreth and exalcech him a- 
FJ lone, to that their ſouls are united. and 
fearly they do it own, - - Enq. 


_ ſelf -performances, yyhich availeth'nor, but 


Enq. But this Fay {21 ery ſtrange ch 
mr, that they ſhould ſit i oper, es i 
filence , had they not better read, pra), ay 

ſing, that they might thereby get the motion F' if 
the ſpirit , by exerciling of "themſelves 1 [i - 
cred devotion? _- ___ 
Ref. It ſeemeth not firanse unto th * 
alone, bur unto thouſands m YC, who car 
not apprehend that which chey "_ mat » 
partakers of in filenc meetings , 
vyhich they vvitneſs the workings of þ h 
povverof God, vvhich raiſerh thellife tha 
1s immortal in them , upon vyhich the 
feed, and by which they-come to be noo] 
riſhedup unto eternal life; ſo that the mo 
tions of: the pure Spirit of life they fe 
daily, which-is not obtained by bodily et 
erciſe, (vvhich profiteth little ) neither by 


ſo 
' 
in 


el 
thy 
ol 


by. waiting in the light of life, there 1 G 
the motions of the Spirit of the Lon 
known, and there is'the ſacred devotion, n 
which is acceptable unto the Lord ; and 
that devotion vvhich is ont of the light, i Fa 
not ſacred, but imperfe&, and unholy. |” 
Enq. Thou ſpeakeſt ſo promiſcuenſly when c 
thog ſpeateſt of the light- of life, that I a6 8 
wot comprehend thee ', wilt thow therefore 77] be k 
me if it be the [ame "light of which theſe pet n 
ple ſpeak, ſo much ,, and ſpew me what _ 
light 


| | [12 | 
» ffitht u? and where that ] may find a meaſure 
Þf it, for 1 would willingly comprehend it ?. - 
Keſ. If my words be obſcure and-pro- 
nifcuous.to thee when 1 ſpeak of thelighr 
f life, itis becauſe thy underſtanding. is 
\Wark,for my words are words of plainneſs 
nd of truth; yet nevertheleſs I ſhall en- 
caÞcavour to ſpeak to thy. capacity and un- 
Mcritanding , that I be not asa Barbarian 
Fo thee, that ſo our reaſoning together 
Fight not bein yain; neither would I-wils 
he ingly multiply words to no purpolſe,which 
0th nor tend to edification,for there is c- 
zMough of that abroad in.the. world; where- 
oNfore Jet us come to the thingit ſelf , viz. 
fee#10 the light of which. I ſpake, vvhich.is the 
exÞelf-ſame of which theſe people ſpeak;,and 
 þyebat of vvhich chey ſpeak, is cthe.ſame-rhar 
buJ/02» the Baptiſt bore witneſs of, and the 
zrame of which the: Prophets ( by whom: 
;ro[God ſpake unto our Fathers ) propheſied 
1; $40d foretold; and. he who is the. light. of 
nd[Þe vvorld,acknovvledged it vvhen he vyas 
js-0me into the vyorld , vvhoſe Name vvas * 
Immanael,vvhich by interprecation is,God: 
with as,& they thac deſire to ſee the pre- 
{ence of che Lord to be vvith them , 'they 
4 [uſt come to the light vvbich comerh from 
[im vvhoſe Name is called Immanuel, and 
ar [ey that believe and vyalk in his light ſhal 


ht come 


*41 j* 


come to have the oe lit 2 iddfard4 Tb! 
which thou haſt in' thy conſcience, whid | tit 
ſhews thee thy fin'& tranſpreſſion, whict | of 
ſeparares from God; andif thou turn'thy} ſe 
mind'to it,thou wilt findir-a frife ions ol th 
againſt thy luſts, andearchly defires 5 ang 
vile affections, and again{t all- idatles olff fo 
evil whatſoever.But this I would have the th 
to know, thar it is in vain for chee to} 
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Enq. 'Is there nat great RY? pacl 
deſpute betwixt theſeProvle, and bufit-1 del 
men abont the light, which (1 ſuppiſe) i tes 
dious and weariſom to thu people , p41! eff" ne 

Re/. Yea, for theyimeet with taajly 0 of of 
theſe bufieminded men that ſeek bohgſ: ”; 

nn 


into theknowledge of high things, 
their ſenſual wiſdom ſeek” to comp 
this incomprehenſible The and: tha mot an 
they firive,, the more they pyzzle't bee th 
ſelves,and although they be puzle& & © 615 || m6 
founded in themſelves, yer they wil "not, ne 
ceaſe from propounding frivoldiis ut to 
ons-about the light ; many of which” h 
been fully anſwered: according to Bon ful 
of theſe unruly and vain talkers, feſt har 
they ſhould be wiſe'in their own worey 
at/ 
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* oF but the eruth is, theſe people vvill many 
icy times avoid the queſtions and gencologirs 
icy of cheſe unreaſonable men , becauſe they 
by ſce them to be unproficable and vain, and 
that doth-very much torment them. 

1  Enq- Why are they not given to diſputing? 
' off for if che truch be on their bars , they his 
eff rhorow diſpuring evercome their eppoſers, and 
pol iniZratt them that wil/xlly oppoſe themſelves, 
inf and /o do much good thereby , might they nor ? 
kl Reſ.: There is ſo much diſpuring inthe 
&f World, vyhich is alcogercher unprofitable, 
that it is a mercy that they are no more 
zhinclined to it; for what good canthere be 
{ brought forch by ic, ſeeing that by the gc- 
6 nerality of Diſputers the holy Scripture is 
+] not a little wreſted & perverted,the Nate 
of of God too much dilthonored, and many 
deqprecieus hearts diſturbed, grieved,and wea- 
by I ried by the tedious diſpucing which is a- 
nd {mong men,and by reaſon of it much ſtrife 
re and contencion is brought forth, in which 
n- | theſe people have no pleaſure nor concent- 
is | near; for they have nor fo learned Chriſt, 
dt | neither do they ſeek by way of diſputing 
is to overcome their oppoſors, (whom they 
ve {ith meekneſs do inſtruct when they wil- 
ly; fully oppoſe themſelves ) bur to that of 
God in the conſciences of their &ppoſers, 
they ſeek to be made manifelt, that by thae 


\ 


they 
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(14) 
they might be overcome, which will con- 
vince them'of the Truch which theſe peo- 
ple hath on their ſ:des, 8 by turning peo- 
ple.co that of God in them, they do much 
g00d, for 2s men come to be brought. to 
that, they come to be brought off from 
diſputing, to the life of that which Diſpy- 
rers diſpute upon. 

Enq.1t is very truegtheScriptures ave much 
wrefted by Difputers; but (pray thee) tell me 
what do theſe people held of the bolyScriptare:? 
zt zs reported they do deny them, 1 that true? 

Re/. No, they do not deny them , bur 
doth read & peruſe them above all books, 
and they do affirm , that they are able to 
makea man wiſe unto ſalvation through 
faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus, and thar they 
which were given by inſpiration of God, 
are profitable for Doarines, for Reproof, 
for Correction, for Inſtrution ih Righte- 
ouſneſs, &c: they alſo hold them to bea 
crue. Declaration of thoſe rhings which 
were moſt ſurely believed among theSaints 
of old, who were eye-witneffes, and ſome 
of them Miniſters of the Word of God, 
of which the holy Scriptures do teftific. 
And further they fay, that the holy Scrip- 
ture was written! for their learning, that 
they through patience and comfort of the 
Scripture,ſhould have hope; this with much 

A more, 
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more; they affirm of the Scriptare, thelife 
of which chey wicnels manifeſted in'thems 
£ Enq. All this 75 Tood, but is there ANY 124 
now that hath the ſame. Spirit the Apoſtles 


had? Or ts the ſame light, life, and power now 


' ro be exjjoyed, whith the Saints it former ages 


witneſſed ? 

Ref. T tell thee, whoſoever hath no: the 
ſame ſpirir by which rhe Apoſtles were gnt- 
ded and lead, they are none of his wiom 
the Apoſtles ſerved andowned to be their 
Lord and Law-giver, Jefas Chriſt, who is 
the ſame to day,yeſterday,and for ever; & 
they char are his, of his Fold , andof his 
Prieſthood, they have unity in his light, in 
which the Apoſtles had fellowſhip, & they 
arelead and guided by the ſame ſpirit thar 
revealed things ( which .bad been hid 
from all ages and generations ) unto tlie 
Apoſtles and Saints,and they are preſerved 
in that power which gave the'Sainrs vito- 
ry over the world, and they liven the lite 


, of immortality, which was made manifeſt 


in the Saints of old; ſo that the fame l:gh*, 
life, ſpirit, and power, is now made mani- 
feſt among the Saints, and to the truth of 
this theſe people can fer their ſeals , who 
are made partakers of the ſame according 
:0-their meaſure, ; 
Bng. Have they then revelations now b; 
2 the 


*: 


l 


the ſame Spirit? 


Or « there any miracles 


wrought among them by the ſame power? 
Ref. Yea, they have-revelations by the 
ſame ſpirit which revealed the myfteries of 
God in former ages to the Saints ; for if 
they had not revelations, how ſhould they 


- come to the knowledg of theFather,whom 


none knows. bur by the revelation of the 
Son? and by the mighty power of God, 


miracles hath' been wrought 


amongſt 


them ,.and miraculous things hath been 


' brought to paſs in a myſtery, which is hid 


from all-vulcerous eyes living;and theyare 
privy to theſe things who are witneſles of 
the power of God , which hath wrought 
them;bue from ſcoffers &ſcorners,diſpiſers 
and wonderers, theſe things are concealed. 

Enq. But ſuch would have a fign, that they 


' | —might believe, and be converted alſo, would 
 _ they not? 


Re/. Yea, but none muſt be given them 


bur that of Joxah, for they are of the adul- 


rerous generation that ſeeketh one, ſaying, 


Shew us a ſign, or work us a miracle, that 
we may believe chat your Godis the living 
. God, and chat hehath ſent you,&c.,Now 
they that will not believe and be convert- 
ed without a ſign, would no more believe 
& be converted if one were ſhewed them, _. 
then they would haye been perſwaded to 


have 


| 17 | 

have repented by one chat had been raiſed 
up from the dead, when they rejeted or 
ſes and the Prophets, Luke 16.31. 

Enq. But thou ſpake of miracles being - 
wrought among theſe people, do they all wok 
miracles? Is the gift of propheſe grven to all? 
' Or have they diverſity of gifts? Eh 

Reſ. They do not all work Miracles, 
neither do they all propheſie,for they have 
differences of adminiſtrations, bur the 
ſame Lord; & diverſities of operations, buc 
the ſame God, who hath given to one by 
rheSpiric,the Word of Wiſdom; to another 
- the Word of Knowledpe, by the ſame Spi- 
rit ; to another diſcerning of Spirits, fo 
that they have received diverſities of gifts, 
but the ſame Spirit. 
* Enq. Have not every oneof them received . 
according to their ability , and are they mt in 
ſeveral ſtates and conditi:ns © | 
Ref. Yea, ſome of them have received 
one talent, ſome two, ſome five, and they 
boaſt not of that which chey have, becauſe 
they have received ic from him who is the 
giver of every good and perfect gift; their 
conditions are alſo divers, for there are fa- 
thers,young men,and babes,among them; 
and fomethere are who do not yet witneſs 
the birth brought forth, which is begoccen 
by the immorcalWord of life, no.y he thac 
B 3 is 


(18 

is che ſtrongeſt among Ke will bear with 
the weakeſt; and hethat is the createſt a- 
mong them , will become ſervant to. the 
leait, and when onc among them is overta- 
ken with a fault , they that are ſpirirual, 

dorh reftoreſuch an onewith the Spirit of 


meekneſs, for ſoratimes they. that are weak - 
among them, doth that which the witneſs -- 
of Godi in them alloweth nor,&to thewit- - 


nels they conſert, web convinceth them. of 
the evil (that they do throygh weaknels') 
which their ſoul hates, andy law in their 
members they find, which warreth againſt 
the law of their mind , by which -cbey are 
fom UMESDrQUE | into captivity to the law 
of fin, ſo that they cry .gut-as Pax! did in 
bis wartare, O wretched man'that I am, c, 
ver herein they find comfort , that with 
their minds rhey . ſerve the law of God, 
though wich their fleſh (in which no good 
thing dwellegl ) the law of fin ; theſe are 
fuch as are not yet come throvgh the law, 
nor 0 the end of the warfare , but finds 
daily che fleſh laſting againſt the f pirit,and 
the ſpirit a gainſt the fleſh. 

Enq. Well, s not that a good condition? Did 
ever any Saint come further in thus life? Or 
are any of theſe people made free from the law 
of (in by any other law > 
:.c/.'The time of the warfare muſt be 
known 
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comes to-be made free through him who 
| is the endof the Law for righteouſneſs 
ſake, and he that is faithful co the Lord in 


tae light which brings to the warfare, the 


ſame will bring him through the wartzre, 


yea, to the Law of the ſpirit of life ( by 


which ſome of the pe peopte are made fr made free 
from the law Ge = nan _y ) in in Chriſt 


whom the righteouſel = the Law was 
fulfilled, through which they are comenn- 
to him whoisthe end of the Law, and the 
Prophets, by whom they are made free 
from the Law , that being dead wherein 
they were held, and they become dead to 
it, by the body of Chriſt, which was made 
acurle for them,to redeem them from the 
curſe of the Law; ſo that they are now no 
more under the Law, bat under Grace: 
Enq. But what , do they expect to be per- 
fect, or free from fi z in this life? What ground 
have they far this in Scripture? Was (uch a 
fate ever commanded or witneſſed by any of 
whom the Scripture aath ſpeak ? 
. Ref. That which is perfeR, is manifeſted 
.inchem, and by that they wait to be per- 
feted, for perfeRtion tis that which che'y 
earneſtly preſs afrer, and haye hope to at- 


tain unto the fulneſs of it, for they do be- =. 


I nn 7 lievc 


{i9] 
known and paſſed through by as many as 


By 


6 -L20)+. --. : 
lieve that God would = command and 
_ require that of men, which could not poſ: Ftl 
ſibly be attained, for be that ſaid , Beye 

perfe&, (as your heavenly Father whieh is 
in heaven,is perfeR) he hath perfeCted for 
ever, them thar are ſanQified; and among 
ſuch as were fanctified and perfected for & 
ver, did Paxl preach wiſcom; & their per-- 
feetion he wiſhed, who had not then atczi-' 
ned co it, but were preſſing after it,as ma- Flat 
ny of theſe people are now,who expecteth Fi 
ro be made free from fin, as theSaints were, 
Rem.6.18-and by the blood of Jeſus they 
hope to be cleanſed from all ſin,that being YS 
rhroughly ſancrified and cleanſed with the Fad 
waſhing of water through the Word, they Ih 
might be preſented to him a glorious peo-o 
ple, not having ſpot or wrinkle, nor any ſth 
ſuch thing, but chat they might be holy & Fot 
perfected for eyer; but this ſeems incredi- Jn. 
ble unto many who are not yetcometo ff | 
the godly ſorrow for fin, which worketh Ih 
repentance, but theſe people ( whoſe eyes FU! 
the Lord hath opened) do ſee a poſſibility. No 
in the thing,& they-are not withour faith, | 
but chac they ſhall obtain it, and thereſore Nur 
£0 they on unto it,and will proceed, if the Fi 
].ord permit, wko hath manifeſted thatin. br 
them which is perfect , by which - will 

$49 ring 


_.c-- 83 | : 
Wring them ( and hath brought ſome of 
em) to the perfection of purity, and to + 
he beauty of holineſs, where Halelvjah is 
ſang unto the Moſt High. 


x | Enq. The Scripture ( I ſuppoſe) 5s much 
8 Wrefied about that point, 1 it non? 
& | Re/. Yea, very much : For they that are 


Wigainſt it , heapeth up all the Scripture- 
Wplaces that poffibly-they can, of the Saints 
failings, of their expreſſions ſpoken in the 
time of their warfare;and places of Scrip - 
ture they produce, which was. ſpoken of 
men in their unconverted eſtate; and theſe 
Criptures they wreſt & pervert, and doth 
he add their meanings and conceivings unto 
ey ithem,& therefore it is that thouſands bath 
= [ſo much to ſay againſt that point, which 
ny they will as earneſtly plead againſt,as any 
& other particular thing that is in diſpute a- 
li- Ynong men ar this day. 

to | Enq:lWhat [uct men are they, that do wreſt 
th Nike Scriprure, and differs ſo much in their in- 
es Mirpretaticns, which theſe People crys ſo much 
ty Wegainſt ? : y 

th, Re/. They are ſuch as are unſtable, and 
re Finlearned, who errs,not knowing the Spt- 
he Fit, nor the guidings and leadings thereof, 
in_© but are truce-breakers, and incontinent, 
who-ſeek ro ſubvert whole Countries by 
tdeir deluſions, which people are led ints 


by 


© Tas} . 
by giving heed unto their falſe interpy t2-f 
tions which rhey give ofthe holySeriptareſ 
which is of no. private interpretation, and ' | 
they are ſuch as gain-ſay the crutch, bei 
pwud and' prefumptuous , doting abou 
queſcions aud ſtrife of words, unruly as 
vain talkers, ſuch-as teach things which f 
chey ought nor, for filthy lucre ſake; theſ# 
8& ſuch like, do theſe people cry ont again! 
for each of them do wreſt ahd perverc ch 
Scripture to their own ends, ſeeking thars 
by to confirm their erronmous opinions 
which are contrary to Scripture, and confLy 

rrary to Truth, ſo that theſe people bang; 

g00d reaſon to teſcifte againſt them, beid- 

that the Name of God is ſo much difho{)) 

nored by them, and theholy Scripture {4/7 

.craordinaruy wreſced among them, byþan 

* rhe different interpretations thereof,  ' ſhes 

i Enq. How qd» theſe people underſtand thier c 

Hel ! | Scriptave? 1s there nat firefe and contenton « { 
. mong them abent the meanins of it ? 

Keſ. By the ſame ſpirit (by which the dt 

were guided that ſpoke forth theScripruren) 

\ do theſe People underſtand it,every onegþco, 

| them according to their meafares;and cl th, 

lighcan which they walk , doth give thethe | 

he ſame uederfrandieg in the holy Scriſh hi 

-ure, which they had thar ſpake forth ti begj 

cripture, chongh many amens them A f H 


(23 
rt of ſo large a meaſure as the Authors 
Aihe holy Scripturehad; yes that under- 
; which God bach given them þy 
wiſholy Spirit, is the ſame which boty men 
$Cod bad, (in its meaſure) ſo that they 
nar from ſtriving and contending about 
iciffmeaning thereot among themſelves, for 
ies which the light apens to one, is not 
AfrdiRted by chem char arein thelight, * 
che therefore rhey arg ac peace among 
iſc|ves, and in unity one with another. 
__ {wy It us reported of them, that they gotur- 
- ny Chapches to diſturb them,” and that 
> before the Ainifter have endedyand 
Sd wet] themſelves unruly in the time of his 
hofed Devotion, & this trae ? 
e {Tis true, ſome of them have gone in- 
, by any Congregations (as Lambs among 
res; in obedience to the motionsof the 
+ thier of the Lord., and'.in the Aﬀembly 
Fbave ſpoken that which was revealed 
em while they Neod by, and he that 
che d have holden his peace{whbo had firſt 
rardfen) left his matter in hand, and cryed / 
ne Conſtable, or an Officer ro take hin 
d tithat begun to ſpeak his Revelation; 
rieFthe unruly ſpeaker ( that ſhould have 
xcriſin his peace, and kept the people in or- 
.h tſeginning to be ſo furious and angry 
m4Vl the other, this occaſioned great dil- 
"no order 


(24) | 
order in the Congregation , which ff 
have been prevented if the ſpirit of theſ 
Speaker had been ſubje&t to the ſpirit; 
him that had the Revelation, thenm 
the thing have been done decently aff 
order, according to the rule of the \ 
ſtle, r Cor.14-30,32,40. And as tou; 
carrying of themſelves unreverently, 
is ſaid of them becauſe they do not 
| theirhat inthe time of their Prayer, 
Join with them in their unholy devot 
which they are not free unto, neither 
they bid them God ſpeed, becauſe 
know that they are out of the DoQrinſs, 
Chriſt , offering unacceptable ſacrificghy 
which aQ theſe people will not bepa, 
kers, but for any of them to go purpe 
with an intent. to diſturb any Congrefl, 
-On, Ibelieve ſuch a thing hath never en 
into their thoughts, for commonly wh; 
they have gone upon ſervice for the 
to ſuch places, it hath been in the croly 
their own wills , whoſe lives have beet 
great danper in them houſes called Chr 
ches, and much of their blood haveiſ. 
ſpile, mgny bruiſes they have gotten, ſk;, 
moſt ſhamefully have they been intreyy, 
& handledin them places called Churdhz 
by thoſe that have reſorted unto them 
this hundreds will witneſs and teſtifie,: 
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F& been eye-witneſles of ie. | 
Inq. c « 4 ſtrange thing that they will xt 
neWfrom ach places then, had they not better 
1 4nd quiet, and moleſt none, then fo to 
ud their lives, or at leaſt to take other oe 
US niries then when People are at Charch ? 
J/. The thing is ſtrange inthe eyes of 
Dues that chey ſhould (ſo as tt were) ha- 
1y,Y their lives among unreaſonable men, 
10t'Fſecketh to do them miſchief; bur thac 
er, Fer of the Lord by which they are mo- 
YOUB go to ſuck places, doth oftentimes 
er Ycnlouſly preſerve them , andinto his 
le Tichey commit their life, who hath gi- 
AriF: them , the which they could freely 
1licFown for the rruth's ſake, if theraunto 
cPmwerecalled. Now if they ſhould mo- 
Pony in their own wils, by ſpeaking their 
£Frords to them, they had betcer be till 
F EOBier then to do ſo; but if theLord move 
y "Ptoſpeak toany,or to gg to anyplace, 
he 1 þad better obey him , then bear his 
I0Sments for diſebedience, & if the par- 
deciiker; unto , be one that cannot bear 
d Ci Do&rine, then will they be offended: 
VE leſted by him that ſpeaketh , like as 
el, Þab( Amos7.12,13.) was moleſted 
nitg4ms, and therefore woull he have 
wrcYin to to have fled into another Land, 
ct to have propheſied at Bethel , be- 
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cauſe it was the kings Chappel, aidi.. 
- Court,as now ſeveral there-are yif.; 
would not have theſe people to com 
their Churches,becaule the conzreg 
on is difturbed by. them, like as theKi 
Courc & Chappel was difturbed by! 
#201, and the Synagogues of the Jen, 
Chriftand the. Apoſtles, and many} 
perſwade them to the . contrary;but 
perſwaſions offuch they do no mort 
gard, then Amos regarded the perſy 
onsof. Amazzab. 452 | 
Enq.what go they ta Cherches thin, 
.Canſe Amor. went to. the Kings Cha 
and becauſe Chriſt and the Apoſtles w 
the Synagegues as their manner way} | 
.Rej.Qnoxzif they had no. other groj 
then were they buc wiltul imitators, 
likeunto thefalſeProphetswho runw 
theLord had not ſent them;buc theſe ug 
ple are moved by the {ame power, (i; 
moved Amos to goto theKingsChatShj 
by che ſame porer(Iay)are they mWur 
c0-g0 toſteeple-houlſes,8& other platfGer : 
bear teſtimony unto the ſame truchKae x 
Ames held forth; & the ſame powetſ&& « 
moved the Apoſtles to go.intco the ſhe m 
gogues of the Jews, theſame dothMt: i 
theſe people now to goings the met 
places of the Jews and aids ; 
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Wcclare the povertul ruth of God to 
Mem chat have the {ormbut-notiic 
power,[hewing unto them hov theymuy 
come to find that which hath been loj:, 
z.the life and power of truth. | 
; End. Wel',#tet ao they x0: know that tl {AN 
Er 2:ts 12 [07 ce againſt Diſturbers of Miij; - 
75 put foribb by our henourable Magiſtrates, 


V6. 


"has rot [uafjer godly Minifiers to be d:- —_ 
burbed? | Ns, 
"RL ef. Yea, they know it well, and do find IT 
Wt,but rather then chey will diſobey the - 
ord,they wal chuſe to ſuffer by ſuch af&ts 
$ Shady ach, Meſback,and Abednego did, , © 
jho diſregarded the decree of Nebu= — 


% 


"Wadnez2e7,and would not warſhip the 
Wolden Image which he had -ſerup; and 
Whey who att by the vertne of theſe as, 
Wo ſfay,they havea Law by which they 
ugh to ſuffer;like as the Jews did con- 
(Ferning chat Law which they had ; by 
fFbich chey ſaid Chriſt ought 6o die, &c. 
Mut {bew me out of the Scripture,wwhere 
Fer any honourable Magiſtrates(or any 
bat ruled for God ) made Adis to pro- 
Ix codly Miniſters, by the vertue of web 
Me men that ſpoke unto them was to be 
ſt into priſon; if they did it in their 
Aagccting-place; had nor godly Minifters 
16] Fayes Spiritual weapons to defend. 
det id | them 


[28] 


them withal,and was not Peter & Bm 


bas, Pauland S4yar,godly. Miniſters, will 
ſuffered by the afts of the Magiſtrate 
that upheld the chief Prieſts? and: welfſ-** 
they HonourableMagiftrates , or god(il 
Miniſters,who reſiſted theſe godly mel 
whipt them, and caſt cliem into priſa 
& 1s it not to be feared that many w} 
are call'd honourableMagiſtrates do pr 
ret ſuch Minifters as are perſecutors at 
oppreſſors of the ſervants of the Lox”” 
who liein holes&dungeons,by vertuedf 
the a&ts which are made by imprudenffi 
Magiſtrates to prote& ungodly Miniſter 
by whom the nations are deceived, tral” © 
Jy godly.Minifte rs are aſhamed of ſuch” 
& the power by which they are upheld} 
Enq. Do theſe people comtemn Amthonif 
then; as is commonly reporied of them 
are they Smbjeft to the higher power, like 
the Apoſtle commandeth ys to be? | 
Re/.That authority w®, is of God, ani: 
from him they do not contemn,nefthe 
arethey diſobedient, but ſubie& to hinf'*?7? 
that rules in this authority forGod,ifh”* 
exalt righteouſneſs in the earth,and be" 
terror to evil doers,and a praiſe to rhenf*'*© 
that dowel,ſuch aMagiſtrate rhey honaſſi* © 
in the Lord;& to the higher power thei 7 * 
ſoul es are ſubje&,m which A IG: 
. To . 
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rules,who isGods Minifter;&of this pow- 
.cr unto which theirſoulsare ſubje&,they 
arenot afraid, neither are they ſabje& 
becauſe of wrath only , bur alſo for con- 
ſcience ſake;for this theyknow,that who. 
ſever refiſteth the power, reſfiſteth the 
Ordinance of God, and they that refiſt 
ſhall receive to themſelves damnation. 
Enq. But they do not bonowr Magiſtrates 
with their Hat and Knee,as they ought to be 
WM honoured, wud that offends Magriratesgthat 
receives honour of one another. 

WM Ref. 'Tis truezthey do not bow [before 
Mizem (o, as moſt men do, neither have 
" Mihey freedom thereunto; for the honor 
that pertains to a Magiſtrate conſiſteth 


Yno weight. AndIbel eve thou Cannotpro- 
duce one Scripture out of che. whole Bi- 
Fble,char wil prove thatMagiſtrates ought 
Fo be howoured. with Hat & Knee,that 1s 
Futa meer complement, & vanity,a foo0- 
Wiſh faſhion ofthe worldwhich wil paſs a+ 
+Fay;&rhe non-performance of thatdoth 
cpÞc offerid fuchMagiſtratesas receives ho- 
,Þour one of anorher,&how can ſuch be- 
oeÞere (faith Chrift, mark) if they be nor 
t& come to believe; who dare ſay that 


het areGolsMiniſters,or chat they rule 
$: God?&theſe people wil rather offend 
| - n 
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then 


ot in ſuch trifling things which are of 
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them that believe not,then that of God 
intheir conſ{ciences,which learneth them 
to ſeek that honour which cometh from 
God only,beforewhich humilitydothgo, 
Enqg. bgt harks Tt is not only ſaid of they 
that rhey contemn anthority and are not ſub- 
Jett ro MagiP rates ( to which thon- ha$t ar- 
ſwered but alſo that they are agatnft Goſye 
Afiniſtery; & are great railers againſi Mint 
ferys 5 and their maintenance; 1s that 
trtic? | 
Re{.Magiſtracy,and Miniſtery, they al * 
low & approveof, the one ] have ſhewedſ tl 
thee before,the other I come unto , andſſ} |i 
that. is Miniſtry; Furſt , I ſhall ſhew thee pl 
what Minifters and Mmiſtry they own 
and what maintenance they allovv off 9 
thatMiniſters may have;Secondly,yvhatſ 10 
Miniſters and Miniftery they diſovvn, & 4s 
what maintenance they do not approvg Ut 
Of, | me; 
Firſt,Such as are indued with povvegs9%5 
2nd wiſdom from on high,and called t#07 
che workof theMiniſtry immediately hag”? 
ving received gifts from him that 1s alf**-g 
cended far above all Heavens, who forfſ# ti 
merly gaveſomeApoſtles,ſomeProphetQ#ho, 
ſome paſtors,& teachers, for the perfe&FJ t 
mg of the Saints,for the work of the Myruii 
niftry &c.fAind ſuch as he now: _— « yon 
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| I 
chuſeth,who abide _ his dodtrine,&giv- 
eth that freely,which they have received 
freely:Such theſe people do own & their 
Miniſtry;bus railing againft any they do 
deny,ang Miniſters that are ſo called and 
qualified -as before-mentioned, they do 
elteem very highly for their works fake, 
& alloweth them food &raiment,and all 
things that are convenient; & herewith 
are theſe Miniſters contented,even with 
that which they have of free gift from 
thoſe unto whom they miniſterSpiritual 
things,&ſo in love,peaceand unity they 
live together,&thus it is with theſe peo- 
ple & che miniſters whom they do own. 
Secondly, the Miniftets that they dif- 
own are ſuch as runs when theLord hath 
add Not ſenc them;and do feed with tie fat, 
oj and cloath with then ool,& make a prey 
ord Ypon: the people 3 ſuch. as are called of 
menMaſter,&ftands praying in theSyna- 
veſt gogues,teaching for dofrines the tradt- 
140125 of men; who keep people everlcarns 
N7 & never able to come to the know- 
eugeof the truth, whoare out of the life 
ef tnac which they preach ro others, by 
erfLom the nol7 Scriptures are wretftea 
reaſnd traded withiil: whoare” coveroits, 
 MEpvud; heady and ig minded having a 
h Wort of godiinets bc ionern tae power 
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chereof,ſuch they diſown to be Miniſters | 
ofChriſt,who preach for hire,and divine 


for money,the love of which conſtrain- 


eth them to teach the people, and they 


that wil not give them money,or put in- 
co their mouthes , they prepare war a- 
gainſt them,and compel them by ſuit of 
law,and thus they rob their mintenance 
from poor people,whoſe goods they will 
take away byforce,from ſuch as hath no- 
thing ofthem norfrom them;now alſuch 
greedyunreaſonablepretendedMiniſters 
&their robbedmaintenance,theſe people 
do deny & diſown,neither can they pay 
them wages,nor in nowiſe uphold themy/ 
Enq.”e/l, but have they not ſuch in their 
pariſhes,to whom the law of the land alloweth 
:1the;whether do they pay them,or ſuffer the 

\. peralty of the law, the cruelty of ſuch men? 
>2e{.O,alas, The covetous hirelingsthey 
are ſoſpread overtheNation,that ſcarce 
eithercity or pariſh are free of them,and 
trulyvolums might be filed of the ſuffer- 
ings of theſe harmleſspeople,which they 
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A S, *undergo,bc have undergone in that par- 
| Y ticular,through the cruelty& mercileſs- 
j v2 neſs of that unreaſonable generation of 
{\ << greedy perverſe prieſts,(whoſe bleſſings 
 \ Z are curſed, &whoſe ſeed 1s corrupted)for 
\ trulycheyh 


if | people 
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people, who for conſtienceſake cannot 
pay tyrhe,8& therefore have their goods - 
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" been pitifulyſpoiled;as hath been pretty 

"El largely publiſhed rothe ſhame & confu- 

"BE fionoeftheſe mercileſs & eruel men; but 

c a book of remembrance is writ,and their 

"| a&ionsare upon record. 

7 _ Enq.But are theſe people ſs fimplethat they 
will not go to Law with thoſe that wre 7 0 

: them;what is not the Law opemand the My w 
 þ fiſfrates will do juſtice ;will they not? 8 

X Reſ. If thou obſerved Chriſts words \ / 
7 wel,thou would not cal them fimple,for 


net going toLaw with their adverſaries; 

F for did he not ſay,if anymanwil ſue thee 

| af che Law and take away thy Coat, let 

| | him havethy Cloakalſo? now they that \ 

walk in his light who ſpoke theſe words, © 

they abide in his dofrine,& when their & | 

J adverſary hath ſued chem & recovered 4 
treble damage, & raketh away twice the 
worth of that which he recovered, they v, 

| refiſt not, but bears it patiently,knowing'{,” 

JF this that there is one that wil plead their = 

cauſe, to vvhom vengeance belongs and 

off bewill repay. _ "v 

And although that thelaw be open,yer 

> | they are not free togo toit; For what 
ſaid Pau/torhe Corinthians 1 did he no. 

tell them that there was utterly a fault 

C3 among, 
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among them,beeauſe they did'go tolaw- 


one with another;why ({azch he) do you 
not rather take wrong 2Why do you not 
rather fufter your ſelves to be defrauded? 
ſo that here thow-may ſee it doth not be- 
come Saintst@Fo to Law,and that eſpe- 
cially before them rhat are out of the 
truth;for ſuch Magiftrates will connive 


_ at the ſufferings of the oppreſlied, 8& not 


reprove the oppreſſors', who ought by 
magiſtrates to be rebuked: But there are 
ſome prudent underſtanding men that 
are much wearied, with being ſo daily 
incumbred with the beggerly ſuits of 
theſe covetousprieſts, againſt theſe harm- 
leſs, innocent people : And ſome of the 
Magiſtrates are backvvard enough in do- 
ing Juſtice,and too forward in fulfilling 
the delires of unjuſt men,vvho deals un- 
juſtly wtih theſe people,&this is not un- 
knovvn to. ſome in authority , whole 
bovvels are ſometime moved with com- 
paſſion to behold the many greivances 
and annoyances vyhich are daily renew- 
ed upon theſe that fear the Lord. 
Enq. I ſ#ppoſe that Saints in former 


ages have ſuffered muth bythe untoward ge-. 


neration have they nat? 
Re/.Yea,yea,a cloud of vvitneſles might 
be produced of the ſufferings of rhe 
| | Saints 
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Saints,ſome.of which had trial of cruel 
mockings and ſcourgings,of bonds and . 
impriſonments, fome ofthem were ſto- 
ned, others ſawn aflunder, others {lain 
with the fword, &c. & he thatwas a pre- 
cious Saint,& a ſufferer by theuntoward 
generation , he teftified,and faid , that 
chrough many tribulations we muit-cn- 
ter into the kingdom of God; & further 
he ſaid,that they that will live godiy in 
Chriſt Jeſus, muſt ſuffer perſecution. 

Enq. Bur theſe whom thou menticneſt 
were comforted in t he mide(t of heir tribula- 
tions and [uffcrings; are theſe people ſo? 

Ref. Yea, they allo are comforced in 
their tribulations,that they are able to 
comfort them which are in trouble , by 
the comfort wherewith they themſelves 
are comforted of God, for as rhe tuifer- 
ings of Chriſt abound 1n them, ſo cheir 
conſolation alſo aboundeth by Chrift,of - 
which all: che oppolers andadverſaries in 
the world.cannot deprive them of: they 
may be bereaved of their goods, &lepara- 
ted from their friends and brethren, $8 
be debarred of their liberty & freedom 
by the power of their adverſary; bur his 
power extendechnot ſo far,as to deprive 
them 0fcheir peace in kim which is their 
lfe,and of the comfort and conſolation 
C 4 F W Ich 
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which they M.A him ;and that. 
they, prefer above the whole world. 

Enq:and how comes it that ſo many of they 
are caſt into priſor,and ſome whipped , and 
. ethers baniſhed from ſome places; Ts it fot! 
miſdemeanonr,or for the truths ſakg?. 
- Reſ.Thus it is,nany of them have been 
mov*d of theLord to gotoSteeple-houſes 
(vc are call'd churches)& to {peak unto 
the prieft & people,that which the Loyd 
was pleaſed to lay upon them to declare, 
it may be —_— before the prieſt h-d 
done,and ſomtime after; fo fome in ar 
thority being then preſent, have forth- 
with ſent them to priſon,for diſturbing. 
the congregation, as they ſaid,8& it may 
be have cauſed them to be whip'd, &c.& 
for this very particular hundreds have 
been put in priſon;ſeveral others have 
been caſt into priſon,becauſe they could 
not pay Tythe to the hireling Priefts;0- 
thers becauſe they could not ſwear ; 0- 
thers becauſe they have not put off their 
Hats before Magiltrates; othets for going 
to viſit their friends that hath been in 
priſon,others for riding above five miles 
upon a firſt day to a meeting; others for 
fpeakinga few words in a ſtreet,or amar- 
ket to people, whom they have exhortedſ 
to fear the Lord; others fos ſpeaking to 

ſome 
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hings as theſe, are the moſ} part of them . * 


© if not all )'caſt into priſon;and ſome of 


\Fhem have been fined for landing cover-- 
Kd before the Judge;and hath laid above 2 


ar (or years)-in prifon for non-paiment 


F/ the fine, and ſome of them” after they 


ave fuffered impriſonment a certain time 


o ſhave been baniſhed , and ſent away like 
Migabonds, & more favour.is ſhewed unto 


Wiſer much, wrong , do they not petition unto . 


palefactors by many in authority then is 

forded them, and all this do they pati- 
tly ſuffer for righteouſneſs ſake. | 
Enq.lr ſeems by thy relation of them they 


be powers of the earth for relief , and make 


r Fheir redreſs unto them in ſuch cauſes? 
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Reſ. They cry unto them for Juſtice, 


aw "41 


| UN % XZ 
NE : &1 TER 50 
” ” 3+" BERLY % 


py 
I ef 
» »- | 
ws 


Þ 


FITS © 3d 
» ** 298 
, — 3 | 
a 4 
UNEp © - 
PIN & . 
, *ﬀÞ x 
. Ks 
4* l z , 
6 "R 
4 = EY 
ho OWE " *\ ; 


f 


(als tir bfey au o 


{ 


ut to petition unto them as unto Gods, * 


hey cannot in the leaſt do it : although 
bany petitions have been put up againft 

em; but that doth not moleſt nor trovb- 
le them whoſe truſt and eonfidence is in 
te Lord, by whom they do expect to be 


elivered, 8 not by the arm of fleſh , their 


hanifold greivances are not hid from the 
Lord, who. will ariſe and plead their cauſe, 
id rebuke thoſe that aMflict them, and ſe- 
eely puniſh thoſe that do oppreſs them: 
Enq. But 5» the mean time do they not ſeck 

7; 
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wa:  - | 
fo oy ns ll heir adverſarin 
ſeeing they are now: b:come a great body? 
Reſ. O no, they have no ſuch thoughts 
for they have referred their cauſe wholh 
tO the Lord, to whom vengeance belong 
eth, and he will repay, of whom thq 
# have learned colove their exemies,to ble 
thoſe that curſe them,to:do good to tho, 
that hate them , to pray for theſe whic 
deſpitefully uſe them,and perſecute them; 
and they are fo far ſrom avenging them 
ſelves that if one ſmite them on the on, 
cheek they will turn the other : And thy 
look not upon the number of themſelye 
to be any thing, in reference to their re 
demption,ont of their hands, who exer 
ciſe Lordſhip over them, For they knoy 
that by ene,the Lord is able to chaſe 
thauſand , and by two to put ten thoi 
ſand to flight, | | 
Eng,Teagthat is truegyet ntverthele(s wil/. 
they not carry weapons, for their own defenct 
and forthe defence of their Country? | 
/. The weapons of their warfare ar 
not carnal but mighty chroughkGod, to the 
pulling down of ftreng holds , caſting 
down -Imaginations, and every big 
thought thas exalteth ir ſelf againſt th6 
Kingdom 'of God:, and only fuch wer 


pons carry they,and ke that pur chem we . 
tel 
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ir hands.is mighty enough to. preſerve 
mand their Country, with whoſe a:- 
ur they are always armed, having their 
nes. girtabout with truth, having on che 
&{i-place of righteouſneſs, and the ſheild 
Which, wherewirh they are able to quench 
W the fiery darts of the wicked , . they 
ealſo the helmet of Salvation and the 
ord of the Spirit,which is the word of 


mWd:chus are theyarmed againſt tieir ene« 


e that ſeek to bereave them of their 
ce with God, whom they only with- 

d,but violence to no man will they do, 
at 1s: Contrary to the doctrine of. their 
rd to whom they do commend them- 
erWves. 

Eng. 7 ſuppoſe by this declaration of them 
as they are 4 peaceable people: But what 
 t-2ey in life aud converſation, for by their 
vits we muſt judge of them ? | 
/[W-/. My report or deelaration of them 
rue, and the truth I ſpeak & lie not, fer 

Wave known them. from a child { or 

ce that I was . a babein Chriſt) & my 

Wication in the Lord hath been ameng 
agen, and for the ſpace of ſeveral years I 
giſ'e been daily converſant with . them; 
Win all this time,I have found their life 
converſation, to be goed, honeſt, and 
teproveable; do but ask any conſejen- 
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' ttous man feariny? God , that | knoy 
theſe people , and thou ſhalt find that 
teſtimony of them will not | contra 
mine,yea many of their oppoſers will 
knowledge, that for their life & cone 


tion they have nothing to accuſe then 


Enq. Bus it rs ſaid they are rub 
ſpeech,and wſeth-the word Thee;andThy 


particular perſons 3 is not that an unmani 


ly and abſurd thing in them ? 


Reſ.No, it is the language of the h C 


Scripture; and to nſe chow, and rhee, 
a particular perfon, is proper , and! 


unmannerly nor abſard : for when | 


Lord ſpake to Adam, and Adam toliff.. 
they uſed that language ; when Mi 
ſpake to Pharoah,8& Phxroah to him, tif 


aſcd that language; when Pas! ſpake to 
grippa,and Agreippa to himzthey uſed t 
Hlanguage,and it was not nnmannerly, i 


abſurd with them, neither do we readil /. 


It was then accounted rudeneſs of ſp 
And although that this ſeems ſo ſtra 
to the men of this generation,yet it ist 


proper phraſe of the Scripture , and i 
language of all them of whom we rea, 


the Seripture: 


Enq. {have not obſerved that ſomi 1 


W 


before; but now in their buying and ſclli 
how de they dg? are they of as many wi 
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other men ; or keep they to yea or 'nay in 
ir comwurication ? Bh 
e/.To yea and nay, they keep, knowing 
"Wt whatſoever is more cometh of evil, 
d when they have a commodity to fell, 
Wy ſer a reaſonable price of it,and do nor 
Kt upon the people; and when that 
7 buy a commodity,they proffer a rea- 
"Fable Price for it, for the which they 
"Wooſe the party may well afford it, and 
at which they judge to be the value of 
thing , and ſo in few words diſpatch- 
, and thus they abide in the Doctrine 
their Lord,who hath ſaid, Let your yea 
W1j:3,and your nay be nay, for whatſo- 
eris more than theſe, cometh of evil. 
Enq. But men are ſo accuſtomed to many 
11s 1n their dealings ove with avother yt hat 
ould tl ink men will [carce meddle with 
Wn 17: aff airs,if they will abate nothing of 
a price which they firſt ſet on. their com- 
ity , for that is moſt uſuall. among 
x? | 
Reſ, Tis true, it is uſual among men to 
ter may needleſs words in their deal- 
and to ſwear many grievous Oathes 
cauſe they will not truſt one another, 
Fit is not the manner of theſePeople to 
,.@!0,neither have they freedom therenn- 
ll: : 
noche leaſt, whereupon ſome of cheir 
Cuſtomers 
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Cotoms have abſented from them | 
ſeaſon, and have made tryal of others; 
rhey nor finding ſuch fdelity in ethers, 
ſuch juit & uprighc dealings by ther, 
have returned again to this people,& 
' made ivrtaer proof of them,& have i 
their Commocity ro be good and ſubk 
tial, and wel! worth chat which theyg 
forit ,wherzupon they bave brought 6d 
Cuſtomers with chean, & acquathred th 
with the coendirion or che People, thatt] 
would have {o much as they asked, and 
they were not civen to many words, ( 
to the which ihe people 1n proceſs of tit 
have well condeſcended, ſo rhat now whe 
they are known, they are credited, & n 
extraordinarily provoked ( by thoſe th 
know them)ro ſuperfluity of words;and{ 
theycome to uſe men to that which the 
have been little accuſtomed unto, ( tow 
to few words in their buying and ſellin 

Enq That ts well done of them, yet m 
bagy much againſt them; for it t ſaid, they 
wot [peah-to men npon the way , but jaſſe 
them without ſaluting of them, r either 
they daff their hats to any, which gives gn 
offence to many; wherefore do they carryth 
ſelves ſouncivilly ? 

Ref. When they have occaſion to ſpes 
to any man, they {peak unto him whe 


WE © Ke 
be upon the way, or in the ſtreer, or up- 
the Market, or in any other convenient 
lace; but to ſalute men in a-complement- 
way, by. doffing their bats unto them, 


nd bowing before them, and giving them 


attering Titles, (according to the cuſtom 
id manner cf the world) that they are 
xt free to do,and that is a principal thing 
of the many ) which men have againft 
em; although they honor all men in the 
ord, without reſpe& of perſons, and be- 
weth themſelves civilly rowards all, yer 


Wn doff their hat to none , for that is an 


& of as proud and uncivil perſons, as lives, 
ho wil ſbew humility in that thing, when 
Whey are as proud in their heart as Hamas 
25, and will deride and ſcern thoſe that 
nnot for conſcience-ſake do it;and theſe 
be they that: are offended when it is not 
Woe, aad carry themſelves uncivilly to. 


"Wch as dorh it nor. 


Enq- Well, but it a faſyion which men 
ve, and a tcken of eivitreſpeit , bad they 
Wt better pleaſe men by conforming unto them 
W ths thing of [mall importance, then to of- 
fd bem through abſtaining from doing of it; 
r we read that Paul became all ts all, mnto 
: Jews he became as a Jew, & c. 
Re. The faſhions of this World will 
k away, but the Word of God endures 
| E gs for 


"A Ta ts An " 
© © TAG ESE *. 
IR EONS. th. 
LL + © 35.0 
© hy. 


| __ 
| : £44] | FF 
for cver, by which Word theſe people. 
redeemed from the World, ſo that” 
cannot be conformable to it in its want 
worſhips, cuſtoms, and faſhions; all whiſj# 
will paſs away , and if they ſhould ſeel{\vit 
Pleaſe men , then were they not thei" 
vants of Chriſt, whoſe ſervants never uv 
ſuch a token of civil reſpe& (as doffinglte 
the hat) that we read of in the. whole Sl 
pture; and who dare call them his ſervaf® 
that receive honor of men from theirhu: = 
and are offended if it be not given then 
ſurely they are not like unto him in tiff 
thing, for he received not honor from maſts 
neither did he ſeek it , but ſaid unco this: 
that did, How can ye believe that recc 
honor one of another, and ſcek nortÞu 
honor that cometh from God onely ? | 
Andalthough Paul became as a Jewy 
to the Jews , as without law to them thi 
were without {aw,yea all things to all me 
this he did for the Goſpels ſake, not (Pt 
pleaſe men, buc that he might by all meet 
fave ſome, therefore condeſcended he 
the ſimplicity in them,ſpeaking low thing 4c 
to their capacity and underſtanding, tiFpre 
fo by guile he might catch them, and gaff", i; 
or win them to the truth, buc who dare igÞÞre 
that he became an Idol-worſhipper wilt r: 
Ldolaters? If fo, how ſhould he haſt: 
| | brougFnon 
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(45). | 
gh any from that Nolatry to have 
ferſhipped che living God:?-Or who dare 
ry-chat he became an-oppoſer of Truth 
ft oppoſers? If þ , how: ſhould he 
400 any of th m to the rruch; buc 
(was not ſo with 7 «#1, who ſhewed kim- 
lfe in all things approved of God, 
1 whoſe fight he commended himſelf to c- 
ery mans conſcience? 
8 Enq.” 1 am perſwaged that if theſe People 
hrre admigted fo anſwer for themſelves os 
WW! cafrons, many world come to be ſatisfied 
| TJZTA concerning them , wherein they are 
) Finforms A. ; 
M keſ. Oh yea; but alas ſuch reports are 
mored abroad of them ( by ſach as ſay, 
Report, and we will report it)as is'not fit- 
8 to be named among Chriſtians; and 
eſe Reports being credited, or regarded 
nd imple people, they become odious and 
x Elfpiſed among men, and therefore is it 
effi thereis ſo much whooting and biſting 
e Fihern in the ſtreets; but if they mighc 
nit admitted to make their own defence in 
ſe preſence of prudent and underftanding 
| on, having their accuſers face to face, ro. 
e (ve their: accuſations that they have 2- 
wiiffoſt chem, I-belieys many would come to 
hafdetcer ſatisfied; the mouths of gain- ſay- 
ug! wnldc comets beſtopped, 2nd the ig- 
= "norance. 


reproached the Txuth,and they theme 


| 46 ) | 
norance of fooliſh men would eome to hy 
ſilenced; bur that is the policy and ſubtily 
of their grand Adverſary (who was a Lya 


from the beginning)to make peoplebelie 
all the horrid lies that can be ſpoken: 8 ig 
vented of them , and thereby comes thl * 
mindsof thouſands to be evil affeted 4 
&ainſt the precious truth,, which if, the 5, 
were but rightly informed of the certain} ® 
of things reported; they-would either I. 
brought to the acknowledgement of 
truth , otherwiſe to lay their hands up f 
their mouths, and become ſilent, if theÞ** 
were not evil men, and ſeducers, and fu » 


[thou knoweft will grow worſe and worl, F 
Enq. Hath the truth of God been ſo 4 u 1 
famed, blaſphemea', and reproach:d in ot, 
generations, as it x now in thy age ? 
Ref. Yeain all ages, when the Lordi 


of 1; 


| peared by his power to reveal his precio 3% 


,Truth upon the face of the earth?; Sat A 
(who goes to & fro in the earth ) hath 75 
red up his inſtruments to defame,, bi x 
pheme, and reproachit, by whoſe blaſphif, © 
mies the living Truth hath been much( 1 
faced, and ſo it is now at this day , by oy 
mul:itude of lyes,falſe reports,and aſp ws 
ons which are'caſt upon it by wicked, ©. ® 
ungodly-men, who cry out againſt ſuch 


as due 
formerly have defamed, blaſphemed, | ky we 


Y . 
» 
_ 


are blaſphemers and reproachers, like as 
the Jews'did, who exclaimed againſt their 
w Fachers for killing the Prophets, & yet they 
U themſelves pat him co death who was the 
Y Prince of Glory , of whom the Prophets 
_ propheſfied. 
Enq. But 1 would yet ack ſomething con- 
Yl cerning theſe People, Baptize they their chil- 
gren? Or are they themſelves baptized? 
Reſ. Their children they do not baptize 
according to the courſe of the World, for 
"Wiley find ne Scripture that ſpeaks of In- 
"iis baptiſm, nor no example in the Scri- 
_ Wjurefor che ſame; yet they who are in the 
"Ywity, are baptized by oneSpirit, into one 
Body, and ſo many of them as were bapti- 
ted into Jeſus Chriſt, were baptized into 
FÞis death, that they ſhould walk in newnels 
of life; and this is the onely baptiſm which 
Fikcy do witneſs. 
Enq But were they never baptized with E- 
mentary water ? 
Ref. Some of them inthe time of 18n0- 
- ance were baptized with outward Water, 
'* Mippoſing that ir were neceſſary for ſaſva- 
Pon, but after they had taken up the Ordi- 
unce, they took up their reſt alſo. in the 
"Fad form, & did apply the Promiſes whick 
"1 F due to Believers, alchough little or no 
Formation: was wrought in them; yet : 
p87 were cgnceited in themſelves that-1t 
| 13.2 | Was 


| (48) 
was well with them, until the Lord: in his 
infinite love opened theirblind eyes , and 
then they ſaw themſelves to be poor, na- 
ked, and miſerable, & that that reſt which I] d 
they had raken.up, was not the reſt which I {p 
the Lord had prepared for his people; nei- | d: 
ther was that baptiſm wherewith- they I} th 
were baptized , the- baptiſm which ſhould ou 
ſave them by. the reſurre&ion- of Jeſu} 
Chriſt ; neither did the Promiſes pertain. - - 
unto them, which they had applyed to 9 
themſelves; and that which. gave them to 57: 
ſee theſe thinys , was the light of Jeſus] dur 
Chriſt in them, bywhich they were brought] tbe! 
afterwards to witneſs the baptiſm of the. £ 
Holy Ghoſt, and Fire. rin 
' Enq. But are thre none of them ſent t1[Chr 
baprize , that ſo others being baptized by 
them, might come ts witneſs the one bapti/m 
alſo ? 7 ; 
Reſ. The ſame'command that Chriſl 
gave at the firſt, he is with us to the end of/abl; 
the World; whichis, Go teach all Nations#nd d 
baprizing them in the Name of the Father,Þ:thf 
of the Son.& of rhe Holy Ghoſt, bur hereſÞne F 
15 no outward Water mentioned ; and rheſpave 1 
everlaſtingGoſpel they are ſent to preach, ſp! 
and they do turn peopie from darkneſstoÞp, : 
1:ghr, from the power of Satan anto God th 
_  aud{o many asxeccive their teſtimony, &Fc as 
believein xhelighr which they are rurneFio y 
h | 
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(49) 
unto, they com2 to. witneſs the one bap- 
tiſm, which is by one ſpirir, into one bo- 
dy, although chey be.never dipped nor 
ſprinkled with ourward Water , and han- 
dreds of theſe people are come to witneſs 
this, who have never been baptized with - 
outward Water fince they believed. 
= Enq. Own they the Loras Supper ? 
| - Ref. Yea, the Supper of the Lord they 
| own;and at the Table of-the Lord (which 
| is richly furniſhed ) chey ſic, and do ear a- 
ef bundantly, to the eterna: refreſhing of 
eff their ſouls, | 
et. Enq. Well, bxt ao they break bread, and 
drink wine at that T able , like as profeijſed 
1 Chriſtians. gs © 
5 Ref. The Bread that they break is the 
Body of Chriſt ; and the Cup thac they 
Wdrink, is the Blood of Chriſt; but many 
tEprofeſſed Chriſtians who: talks of cheLorcs 
offiſable, diſeerns not his Body , and ſo eats 
5nd drinks their own damnation, yet not» 
r Fchftanding Chriſtians in Chriſt breaks 
reÞnc Bread, and drinks of one Cup & they 
heſſave unity one with another, even as theſe 
þSOple do witneſs wich: whom Chriſt dotlt 
tofflip, and to the ſubltance they are come, 
>0Fid therefore £0 they not by Imitation, : 
&Þic as many. do who are called Chrittians, 
Flo yer neyer came to eat the fleſh of 
Y = 2 : Cirilk 


ww 


, (30 
Chriſt, nor to drink Y, blood, and there-W 
fore have they no life abiding in them. 
Enq. Bus yet there i ſomething morein 
© which 1 defire alſo to be ſatisfied concerning 
theſe People, for many exclurms ont againf i 
them, for judging and condemning ethers: New 
pray thee tell me,what do they judge 32 others. 
any thing beſides that which s« condemned , 
themſelves ? KL 
Ref. Nay, It is that onely, (to wit) de 
ceit and unrighteouſneſs,\which the judge 


ments of the Lord hath paſſed upon in[... 


their own particular, and when they meet 
with ſuch as pleads for that which is or- 
dained of old for condemnation, perhaps 
they may ſharply reprove them , if they 
judge not the deceit in them; then the par- 

ry reproved being ene that cannot ſtand 


in the judgement, exclaims out againſ . 


them as if they were cenforious Judge; . 
and horrid blaſphemers , when they hare 
Judged and reproved nothing but deceitin 
them, and that which is to be eternally} 
condemned , even the very ſame that 
judged in their own particulars. _. 
 Enq. Well, bat duth not Chriſl ſay, Judft 
ts that you be not judged? Aud Paul ſaith, 
| The man that jndgeth is inexcuſable, whiſe 
ever he uu? 3 | 
Ref. Yea, thoſe are the words of as 
an 


b 7 Fl. 

End ?asx/; by the way take notice of the ; 
F ollowiag words:did notChrilt there ſpeak » = 
. Fo.che hypocrite that bekeld the More that 2 
"Was in bis brothers eye; but conſidered not + 

MWhe bear that was in his own eye; And 
ke Paul's words alſo as they are ; Thon V—_ | 

$ 


Sctiacxcuſable, O.man (faith he)whoſoe- *+ 
"Fer thou art thatjudgeſt;for wherein thou 
Hudgeft another, [mark wel Jthou condem-: 
Melt chy ſelf, for chou that judgeſt, doſt the Z 
" Wame things: There is now. the man that is 
” Wnexcuſable, who judgeth another for that 
Which he is guilty of himſelf; andif thou 
Ir any man can tax'theſe people in this, 
When ſay that they are inexcuſable who are 
ound guilty in this thing, >— + 
Enq. There t. another thing which wen 
4th ag ainſt chem , which is this, They ſay 
hat they will uit reſpe*t perſons, bat to a 
WP rince or Lord, or whatſoever that be is, they 
Bil ſay Thee,aud T hog to him,and ſtand with 
 Wheir Hats ow in his preſence, as if be were a 
14s of 9 reputation; Is this trac ? 
'M Re. He who is their God ( who hath 
Made of one blood all Nations of men for 
Fo del! upon the face of theearth ) heis: 
ForeſpeRter of perſons, and if they who. 
"We hits people, ſhould have reſpect to per- 
ons, they ſhould commir ſin, and would 
e convinced of the Law as Tranigreſſors; + 
D 4 and | 


($2) 

and fev them to te voſpet of perſoh) 
that were not good; and asfor the propa 
'. neſs of Thee and Thorn, have ſhewed the 
before. And-vvhy may-not they ſtand-yvit 
their: hars 0n in the preſence of the greats 

eſt man pen the face of the earth, ſeciny 
that they ſtand 'daily cdvered in theprod 
ſence 6f their ' God | wyhioſe Names chad pr 
Lord of Hoſts, vvhe filleth Heaven aid 
Eartb,in vvhom they honor all men;vvithha; 
out the reſpeCting of any ones perſon ;onſſed f 
che greatneſs and magnificency. of -any.forf 
vyhat is man bur duſt? and yvherefor@ſi 
ſhould he be adored by hs Fellovy:cres 
ture ? asif honor pertained to him,yyhirhMad! 
indeed is onely due to his Creator , vyhſat 
formed him of the duſt, ro vvhich he nib 
return, and then his henor fhall be jaid in. 
the diſt vvith him. Er 


Enq Well, bat hear, theſe people ſay thi 
they are meved of the Lord to do this, ayd.th 
' ether : and that they are ſent of God to pul 
liſh his trath , now if this were true, thi) 
honld turn many from their wickedneſs 
ſhould. they not ? | 


Re/. The truth they muſt acknowledgiſÞom 
whether they before whom it is acknow{nort 
ledged, can bear it or no; the which crutlfilli: 
bath been often rejeted by ſuch as refilifith, * 
the Holy Gboſt, by the which theſe p at I ( 

4 [4 


Wc have been ofren moved to declare un* 
S the ſonkof zA4dawiheir fin; and to ſhew: 
xem their tranfgreffion ; and to exhort 
1 to repentance &.'amendment-of life, 
Sd many have beentarned from darkneſs 
© light, from: the'power of Satan-unto 


So0d,by thoſe among them, that were ſent 
ﬆ publiſh bis Trnth; and'to preach his e- 
Wclaſting Goſpel unto the Spirits--1nPri-: 
1, yea, thouſandsare converted, 8& tur- 
ſed from'iniquity and wickedneſs, and are 
Fought roerve Cod in purity and holy* 
G&{!2 his own Temple, and-cherefore they 
eve nor run as uncertainly , (or withour 
tfeding ) neither have they fought as one 
oat beateti-the air, for they who are tur- 
(Wd from wickedneſs; by them are the ſeal 
ny their Apoſtleſhip in the Lord. 
Enq.: 1t #s [aid that they permit women to 
Meak or propheſie among them; 1s net that.ex- 
Ty agar ff rhe Scripture? For did ner Paul 
i) that he would not permit a woman to fprak 
hf the Church? And where do they read of any 
ſo mes 3n the New-Teſtament that propheſted? 
Re/. For Women to propheſie (upon 
oom the Spirit of the Lord is poured out) 
Fn0t expreſly againſt che Scripture, bur a 
uiiWhlling of the Scripture;for the Scripture 
Wh, That ic ſhall come to paſs afterward 
Fit1 (the Lord ) will pour ont my Spirit 
h | upon 


[$4] © | 
upon all fleſh, & your ſons & your dayebW: 
ters ſhall propheſie: Now the falfilling of 
this, theſe people do witneſs, who will ng 
permit a Woman ( upon whom the ſpiri 
of the Lord is not poured out) to ſpeaki 
the Church, bur netwithRtanding every 
ſer in Chriſt upon whom the ſpirit of th 
Lord is poured out, ( who by that ſpirit ,c 
moved to propheſie ) they forbid not; fo 
the ſame Pas! that did not permit a We; 
man to ſpeak in the Church, be wrote ons: 
to theChurch that they ſhould not quenci 
the ſpiric, nor deſpiſe Prophelſie ; neithe 
do we read that he, nor none of his com 
pany did forbid Phi/ip's daughters to projifh, 
phefie, [ As 21.8,9.] who were Virgiat 
and four in number, apon whom the {piri 
of theLord was poured out. & who wil ſq 
that he would have. quenched the. ſpiritu,,. 
Fhxbe, if ſhe had been moved by it to pro 
pheſie in that Chureh of which ſhe was 
Servant? And the Spirit of the Lord, the 
people wil not limit in male or female, wh; 
are one in Chriſt. | Ws 

Enq. What charity hath theſe People? nillf 
they relieve the fatherleſs and widow, &c. 

——Ref. They have that charity which ſub 
fereth long,which is kind and envieth not; 
which vaynteth not it ſelf, nor is puffed up; 
they havethat charity which rejoicerh nd! 

71 
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i "<1. 08 oy, 
dWiniquicy, but in the Trath , which bear- 
= all things, hopeth all chings, endureth 
Ml things; yea the Charity vvhich they 
ve vvill never. fail; and therefore are 
&y ſo charitable to. the fatherleſs and 
'Fiddows, whom they releive within their 
"Wates; if they be naked? they cloath chem, 
they be hungry they. feed them, it they 
S defticute ofLodging, they take them in; 
"Wit diſcreetly they do it, and with much 
iſdome, leſt any ſhould depend upon it, 
Wi live in idlenefs ,and this they do, eſpe- 
"Wally co them of the houſhold of Faith, 
Wie cannot work, nor have not of their 
"W171 wherewith ro ſubſiſt, ſuch they Re- 
ore, that ſo there iced be no Beggarin 


orael. 


a Enq. According to the words in thy An- 
"pr to my firſt Propoſition, ſo I find is that 
few words my firſt demand conld nut be 


"WM/wered , but afterwards it wonld be more 


"1; Truly 1rmay ſay tothee as Agrippa 
W410 Paul, that he almeſt perſwaded him to 
oF 4 Chriftian, even ſo thog ( by thy ſober 
4 plain Anſwers) haft almeſt perſwaded 
ff fo be one of theſe people, for verily T have 
W'z ae/ired to be ſatisfied in thoſe things 
Wrrc1n thou haft kindly reſolved me, like 4 
ren that deſreth my eternal felicity, and 
4 the futnre 1 hope net te entertain every 
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6 
wnſavory report of pd ) ſome ao, but 
ther to withſtand falſe Reporters, for 
have wherewith to anſwer them. "I 

Reſ. T am glad that thou art ſo well 
tisfied and reſolved, for that was then 
thing thac I aimedat,(excepting the's\M. 
of God, and the clearing of theſe Pegy 
innocence ) from the very beginning, 
when I wiſhed thee to have patience 
tle,then I told thee that by the Lords, 
ftancel ſhould endeavour to inform 
rightly,and to reſolve thee fully ſo far; 
was allowed of God. And now ſeeinpt 
itis come to this iſſue, let me nerf 
thee to wait upon the Lord in his p 
light, which novv in ſome meaſure: 4h; 
convince thee of his precious Truth, 
vvhich theſe people do vvalk, and ber 
too forvvard in contending for them, 1 
til thon be one vvith them in the lite 1 
povver of Truth, and then thou vvilrbe 
able to anſzver their oppoſers, as I ha 
been (by the Lords aſfiſtance) to aul'\Ri 
thy objeGions, 

Enq: For my ogn particular 1 find ml 
more contentment iz: my ſelf then I did, ih 
ans for the preſent as an «empiy Veſſel 
zouching Objeitions agatu|t theſe people) 
Throw rhe (egti'ty of Satan is great , 
gay yet poſſeſs me with donbts and fe 


| (57) 
brivg CbjeCons inte my mind when thou 
wt with me to anſwer them, and 10 re 
eme:'T herefore 1 entreat thee to till me 


it I ſhould do in ſneh a canſe. 


l Reſs. Thy chiefeſt remedy in ſuch a 


ſe, is to ſtand ſill in the light which 
veth thee the ſubtilty of Satan to be 
at; and enter not into conſultations 
h Heſh & blood, for that 1s the way to 


Min doubts and fears , and the ſame that 


eth them in, vvill bring ObjeRions in- 


thy minde, and take Exceptions againſc 


S Truth, and againſt them that are 1n it; 


all theſe theu muſt judge Govvn vvith 
light, and let them be made thy foor- 


Mol, then vvill that ſpark of love in thee 
Which is tovvards the Truth ) becomea 
ne, vvhich many vvaters vvill not be a- 


to quench; and vvhen things ariſeth in 


SZ mind which thou art not clear in, net- 


rcan comprehend , camber not thy 
5vvith them, but dvvel low in the croſs 


thy vvil,&then the aſpiring mind(from 


/ 
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( 
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"Mich frivolous objeRions doth ariſe ) 
Fcome to be kept under che judgement, 
'Þthen a principle of life thou vrilt feel, 
Wich will chreſh and hew down thy luſts, 
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tywich the Lords people,and to [ye d 
wich them in their Fathets boſom of | 
where { I hope ) thou mayeſt at any ti 
find me, in che general Aſſembly of | 
Ranſomed ones of the Lord, where. H, 
Iuiah is fang to the Moſt High with 


ceaſing. © 
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#/titudes of Objeftions tnay ariſe out of that 
mind agai ſt the truth, which cannot cloſe with 
truth(to wit)the carnal mind,in whith an iriecons 
able enmity lodgeth againſt the wayes of God , the 
;ſbip of God,the righteouſneſs of God , and againſt 
truth of Godin which theſe People are eſtabli(hed, 
bat nothing can {atisfie thas unſatiable mind bus 
h and deſtrufton, for lknow if manyVolumes were 
it (207e then are) in explanation,and wvindication of 
truth, yet notwithſtanding this buſte mind would 
blemiſhes xpos the truth,through 115 def aming [Cane 
Zing, and reproaching of it, whereby their minds 
es to be blinded in whom death reigns [o that they 
ud no beauty nor comelineſs in the pure everlaſting 
th, being ſurprized withjealouſres,cloubts,and fears 
eerning the 11mutability,the eternal excellency of the 
wal truth of God,which to us that believe is exceed- 
precions,and beauty, glory,aud majeſty we behold tn 
which doth as f ar exceed the words, beauty and glo- 
a5 the light of the ſun exceeds the light of one ſtay, 
d all things below to us that are ſaved , are but as 
ps aud dung in compariſon of the eternal living 
thof God, the exce!lency of which hath nov been 
wa by the Apoſtates,who have been Apoſtatingd ( or 
ranged from that of God in them!) ſince the dayes of 
Apoftacy, 
But refoyce O ye Saints,and be exceeding glad, who 
come ont of that long dark, aud doleſwth. "light of 


oftacy (where you were well acquainii with forien 
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wel grief) rinto ghh.ouer ing dey js wen th 
 wheyeforro Wes ſigbing 3 i fed awayzejoyce I (a 
4 7p peakiblgta the Loi wi nehr tp Shephard, 
30u ſhal not wank;bur with ths e of be eVVheai 
Thai be feds FT. Paſtures which. gretn god largegy | 
Jo font pray del zebt. themſulves inf e]T, Antal 
uf friends, t that the Lord Gbd | Walawipe away 
b-1 541 = and. [wegp.. away the ref # 
. which 31 Jour enemies (who bave Hew"you 
of witktdneſsYhawe with Hh 1dtl 
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